Prairies enters and leaves drought is particularly large. During non-drought years there is typically an excess of precipitation over evapotranspiration in the Prairies. This excess permits the generation of streamflow from small prairie creeks and rivers and replenishes storage in soil moisture, ponds, depressions and larger lakes and in groundwater. During a drought, actual evapotranspiration may exceed precipitation on an annual basis, resulting in withdrawal of significant amounts of stored water from the surface and subsurface to the atmosphere. Evapotranspiration during a drought is a critical part of the link between atmospheric drought and hydrological and agricultural droughts. However the link between precipitation, storage, streamflow and evapotranspiration is not straightforward on the Prairies because of the strong seasonality of the climate. Precipitation accumulating as snow in late fall, winter and early spring seasons occurs during a time of low energy inputs and hence can easily exceed seasonal evapotranspiration, even in a drought. Subsequent late spring and summer evapotranspiration normally consumes not only the seasonal precipitation but water stored in the previous cool seasons. There is evidence that during droughts the nature of prairie evapotranspiration changes with increasing water scarcity; water bodies disappear, soils crack, aquifers disconnect from the surface, aspen die back, more land is fallowed, and perennial grass roots grow deeper. The challenge for DRI has been to contribute to a better understanding and description of evapotranspiration during droughts and to examine iii) examine alternative means of estimating evapotranspiration parameters and rates using remote sensing, data assimilation, novel model strategies, improved theory, and biophysical methods; iv) recommend a course for DRI and allied research that will reduce uncertainty and improve accuracy in evapotranspiration estimates for atmospheric and hydrological models.
Of the 16 papers presented at the workshop, a selection were prepared for submission to the Canadian Water Resources Journal and follow in this issue. These papers received the normal reviewing and editing procedure led by the CWRJ editors with the help of anonymous referees, for which we are very grateful. The paper by Alavi et al. (this issue) 
